Stp Graf Spee (Zeepreventorium De Haan)

This is a summary of all the information I have collected till today about the site of the Zeepreventorium. This study is far from being completed and some of the information can be inaccurate or wrong.  I have compiled this study by the mean of some fieldtrips of course, but more on the base of the following documents.

Doc 1

The map hereunder  was drawn by the “Etat-Major de Destruction” in 1946. There we can find all buildings (St, VF bunkers but also FA constructions) recorded by the Belgian army on the site of the Preventorium.  For the Army, this was Position L.

Keep in mind that this is more a drawing than a map, so the positions and the dimensions are not 100% accurate.  The drawing of Francart in his book “La côte belge en 1940-44” is in fact a copy of this drawing but without the numbering of the constructions.
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In total, 74 constructions are recorded on this drawing.  We can notice that the 3 V-shape antitank walls are not represented on this drawing.

Doc 2

The plan hereunder is a scan op a geometer plan of the site of the preventorium drawn in 1969 and kindly provided to M. Doigny by Mr E. Vandenberghe, former teacher of the institution.
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Several bunkers appear on this drawing and their position is very accurate. We can now see all the bunker that were still existing (or visible) in 1969.

Doc3

The “Service Marc”, a Belgian Resistance group spying the construction of the Atlantic Wall during wartime sent a report in 1944 with an inventory of the bunkers constructed on this position.

10 x R502

2 x Wasserbunker

2 x SK Machine bunker

2 x R622

3 x VF7a

Doc 4

I found different interesting documents in the archives of  the Army:

· a inventory of 1952 of all ex-German bunkers that need to be destroyed by the Army Engineers Corps.

· a report of a inspection tour on the coast (1951) between Bredene and De Haan inventorying all still existing bunkers suitable as shelter for the civil population in case of war.

 Doc5
An interesting aerial picture of 1953 provided by Dirk Peeters shows many of bunkers still present on the position.
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Doc6

An aerial picture provided by Marc Doigny
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Doc7

Another aerial picture from Marc
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IDENTIFICATION OF THE BUNKERS

· Bunkers identified during the fieldtrip of  7/01/2007:

Nr 34 :  Wasserbehalter with tank of 1700l

Nr 35 :  Wasserbunker type 198 
(Ost-O  09-38)

· Bunkers identified during the fieldtrip of 18/03/2007:

Nr 22 :  R502   (Ost-O  09-29)

Nr 29 :  Wasserbunker type 195       ( ?t-O 09?)

Nr 40 : R502   (Ost-O 09-34)

Nr 41 : Flak bunker with ammunition annex

Nr 54 : Flak bunker

· Bunkers identified (with a high degree of certainty) by the mean of post-wartime pictures:

Nr 26 : R502 (under the Allergia building). Still existing though not accessible.

Nr 30 : R502 (sunk under the dune but still present).

Nr 32 : R502 (greenhouse, demolished in 2003).

Nr 39 : R502 (Cable gliding, sunk under the dune but still existing).

Nr 43 : VF7a (in Kijkuit reserve, sunk under the dune but still existing).

· Bunkers identified (with a medium degree of certainty) by the mean of post-wartime pictures:

Nr 7 : Gun bunker (Type unknown, R612, R680, R677 ???)

1. reported on the drawing of Etat-Major de Destruction as a “casemate pour canon 7.7cm”

2. picture hereunder from Jaak Mahieu from 1963
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3. army report of 1953, designating nr 7 as “abri de tir”

4. on the aerial picture from 1953 (Doc 5), we can see the shadow of this gun bunker on the beach. On  the aerial picture, we can see another flanking bunker on the beach in the east of the main building but the general shape of this bunker doesn’t match with the picture of Jaak Mahieu.  It is more likely in position Nr 7 (west of the position) that the flanking gun bunker was positioned than the east site (Nr 52).

· Bunkers that could be identify by the main of the documents and aerial pictures

In the army inventory report of 1951, 16 shelter bunkers (abris de bombardement) and 1 flanking gun bunker are listed as suitable to be used as shelter. There are the numbers: 3, 7 (flanking bunker), 9, 18, 22, 26, 29, 30, 32, 35, 39, 40, 43, 46, 50, 51 and 53.

We have already identified from this list:

Nr 7   : Flanking bunker from unknown type

Nr 22 : R502  (Ost-O 09-29)

Nr 26 : R502  (beneath Allergia)

Nr 29 : 195

Nr 30 : R502 (under the dune)

Nr 32 : R502 (greenhouse)

Nr 35 : 198

Nr 39 : R502 (cable gliding)

Nr 40 : R502 (Ost-O 09-34)

Nr 43 : VF7a (Kijkuit)

We can already notice that the Engineers Corps keeps only the strongest bunker types (Standige and VF), we can thus expect that the 7 remaining bunkers ( Nr 3, 9, 18, 46, 50, 51 and 53) are also belonging to these types.

From the shape of the rectangle on the drawing of the Etat-Major de Destruction, I can suppose that Nr 3, 18, 50 and 53 are also of the type R502.

Nr 18 is probably the bunker destroyed in the 60’s as reported by the Public-Relation of the Zeepreventorium, Mr A. Viaene. (he reported a bunker destroyed very close behind the kitchen of the main building). See also the aerial picture further in this study (position 12 and 19), we can see the shape of a R502.

Nr 50 and 53 are visible on the aerial picture of Dirk Peeters (Doc 5), the shadows of the flanking walls and the general dimensions of the bunker tend to indicate type R502.  It’s more obvious for the Nr 53 that for Nr 50 but if you look carefully, you can notice the shape of type R502. See hereunder on the enlargement of the picture of Dirk.
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So I have now 10 x R502 what was listed on the report of Service Marc.

I have also the 2 Wasserbunker: 1 type 195 (of 25m³ according Rudi Rolf but of 30m³ on the original German drawing) and 1 type 198 of 60m³.

On the aerial picture of Dirk Peeters, we can see a Flak bunker on the top of the dune. This must be the Nr 28.  The report of the “Etude de Logistique” in the book of Francart, relates 3 x 2cm Flak gun defending the west side of the Preventorium (“Trois canons de Flak 2 cm Marine, défendent la partie Ouest des installations.”).  As we have 2 Flak bunkers in the Kijkuit reserve, this should be the third one.
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Positions Nr 12 and Nr 19
These 2 positions are very intriguing on different points:

1. There not listed on the inventory to be kept as shelters

2. There are listed on the list of the the constructions to be destroyed by the Engineer Corps (Nr 12, 19 and our Flanking bunker Nr 3 are the only bunkers listed that had to be destroyed, Nr 7 by the “Travaux Publiques”, and Nr 12 and 19 by the Engineer Corps.

3. In the same report of the Engineer Corps, Nr 12 and 19 are described as “platformes d’artillerie”

4. On the aerial picture of Dirk Peeters, we can clearly see the shadows made by those construction but without be able to identify them.

5. In the report of the “Etude de Logistique” listed above they talked about: “…il y a 2 canons de l’Artillerie de Marine. Les 2 pièces sont placées en cuve, dont  une avec axe de tirs Nord, et l’autre le Sud, relié par un chemin d’accès.” 

6. The Service Marc talks also about 2 guns of 200mm in the position.
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This is a summary of all information I have collected for the moment about Stp Graf Spee. As you can see, we still have a lot to find there,…   Who dares to tell there is nothing more new to find in Belgium….

All remarks, corrections or comments are welcome, don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any other theory or information about this subject.

Thank you

Pierre Nowak          20 March 2007

